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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To avoid blockage of a multi-stage tower and 
thereby produce a saponfficate in good efficiency, by 
employing a specified mixed solvent in carrying out the 
continuous saponification of an ethyleneMnyi acetate 
copolymer (EVA) by use of a multi-stage tower. 

CONSTITUTION: Use is made of a solvent prepared by 
mbdng a polyalcohol (e.g., ethylene glycol) with a 
lower aliphatic alcohol (e.g., methanol) in a weight 



ratio of 1/99W65/35. Namely, a solution of EVA (ethylene 
content 15W60moI%) is the above mixed solvent and an 
alkali catalyst (e.g., sodium hydroxide) are introduced 
from the overhead into a multi-stage tower (including a 
packed tower as well as a plate column) and, on the 
other hand, vapor of a lower aliphatic alcohol is blown 
into the tower from the bottom to thereby saponify the 
EVA The acetate ester formed, together with the low 
aliphatic alcohol, is dtsSIIed off from the overhead, 
and the solution of EVA saponrficate is withdrawn from 
the bottom. 
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